
Town of Stafford 

Flagpole Committee 

June 8, 2022 

Veterans' Conference Room 

Members Present: 

Also Present: 

Meeting Agenda 

Richard Hartenstein, Jr. 

Robert Titus 

John Barry 

John Whetten 

Nancy Ravetto 

Christopher Paradiso 

1. Elect Chairman and Secretary 
2. Update on replacing fallen flagpole 
3. Discussion on Flag Day 
4. Discussion on raising money for flagpole 
S. Public Comment 
6. Adjournment 

1. Call to order and establish a quorum. 
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Rick Hartenstein called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Nancy Ravetto made a motion to place Rick 

Hartenstein's name in nomination for Chairman, seconded by John Whetten, all were in favor, motion carried. 

Bob Titus made a motion to place Nancy Ravetto's name into nomination for Secretary, seconded by Rick 

Hartenstein, all were in favor, motion carried. 

2. Update on replacing fallen flagpole. 
Rick Hartenstein stated the original flagpole was 75 ft. but research regarding another flagpole indicated either 

70 -foot or an 80-foot replacement flagpole. The members recommended a 70- foot replacement flagpole. 

Clearance from electrical lines must be at least 10 feet and a 70-foot flagpole will not be an issue regarding the 

power lines. Discussion regarding having both a flag on the flagpole and the American flag that is currently on 

the roof of the townhall indicated that perhaps only one flag should be flown. Rick Hartenstein stated he will 

bring up this subject at the next Selectman's meeting and will suggest that the flag on the townhall be taken 

down when the new pole and flag are installed, thereby the American flag on the flagpole will be the main one. 

Discussion regarding lighting of the flag indicated that a new LED light should be placed on the roof of the 

townhall to shine on the new flag. 
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3. Discussion on Flag Day 
John Whetton and John Barry will be at Paradiso's flag day celebration. John Whetton will be conducting a raffle 

with half of the money going to the Wall of Hone and the other half for the flagpole. Additionally, there will be a 

container for donations for the flagpole. Amy Hartenstein has made a sign showing the history of the original 

flagpole and will be on display next to the donation container. Bosco Fowler will be the DJ and will announce 

periodically where the funds will go for each. If a donation is made by check, it should be made out to the Town 

of Stafford with a note on the memo box line indicating it is for the flagpole. 

It was noted that additional events in town to solicitate donations would be the Wall of Honor Car on August 

27th at Sun Valley, Summerfest, Summerfest will be held on June 29th from 4 p.m. to dark and the members will 

take turns working the table. Rick Hartenstein will confirm the date and speak to Amber regarding a table. 

Christopher Paradiso will notify Kim Milikowski about a table at Farm Day, he stated he will pay the fee for the 

table. 

4. Discussion on raising money for the flagpole. 
The members discussed different ways in order to raise awareness of replacing the flagpole and donating to this 

project. Articles in the newspapers, Courant Community, North Central News, Facebook, flyers, or perhaps a 

notice on the Town's website. Rick Hartenstein will ask if it would be possible to have a notice on the Town's 

website. Rick Hartenstein reviewed the estimate that was given by Federal Flags out of Georgia which was 

around $20,000. The estimate of the pole, tube, hardware, etc. would be around $14,200 without the cost for 

concrete, additional tubing, purchasing of two 15 x 25 flags bringing the estimate to around $20,000. The 

committee estimated the final cost of replacing the flagpole would be around $24,000 to $25,000 pending any 

additional costs. Due to the amount of this project, a total of three quotes are required. The State of 

Connecticut DOT will pay for the labor for the pole foundation; our responsibility will be the concrete, pole, flags 

and light. Rick Hartenstein stated that the Stafford Motor Speedway is donating the money for the purchase of 

the flagpole. They stated that the Town of Stafford supports the speedway and they wanted to show their 

support for Stafford by way of this generous donation. Rick Hartenstein will inquire at the town hall if there is a 

list of businesses in town. The members will divide the list and make personal visits to those businesses to seek 

donations. Nancy Ravetto was asked to promulgate a letter of recognition for their donation. The members will 

bring the letter when visiting the businesses. We would like to keep track of who donates in order to send them 

a thank you note, no matter the amount of their donation. Rick Hartenstein will inquire if the committee can 

print the letters on town letterhead. An honorary plaque to be hung in the Town Hall with the names of donors 

was discussed regarding the amount of the donation relative to their name being placed on the plaque. 

Additional discussion will be made at the next meeting regarding this issue. It was noted that a reception be 

held when the flag is completed. John Whetton volunteered to make wooden replicas of the American Flag in 

various sizes to hand out at the reception. Businesses should be included but discussion regarding other invitees 

relative to the amount of their donation will continue at the next meeting. Bob Titus suggested placing a Letter 

of Recognition signed by the Selectmen's next to a donation box at different locations in town, the members 

elected not to do so at this time. 

5. Public Comment. 
There were no further comments from the public. 

6. Adjournment 
Prior to adjournment, the committee stated their next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 13, 2022, at 7 

p.m., at the Town Hall. Bob Titus made a motion to adjourn, seconded by John Whetton. All were in favor. 

Motion carried. The June 8, 2022, meeting of the Flagpole Committee was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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